
Donnelly College is a private, Catholic college dedicated to expanding college access and supporting college success for underserved 
and underrepresented students in urban Kansas City, Kansas—one of the most diverse areas in the United States. Donnelly’s 
associate, bachelor’s and nursing programs provide accessible and a�ordable postsecondary educational opportunities for traditional 
and non-traditional students from various backgrounds, including many from immigrant and historically marginalized 
communities who are the �rst in their families to 
graduate from college. By o�ering an extensive 
academic support network, small class sizes and 
individual attention, Donnelly faculty and sta� help 
students overcome socio-economic burdens, historic 
prejudices and other challenges so that they can 
realize their vast potential and become the best 
version of themselves.

As the region’s only federally designated Minority 
Serving and Hispanic Serving Institution, and one of 
just two bachelor’s degree-granting institutions in 
Wyandotte County, Donnelly plays a critical role in 
preparing the community’s next generation of diverse 
employees, entrepreneurs and community leaders.

�e combined economic contribution of Donnelly College in 2021 was $25.4 million.
�is includes a direct impact of $16.3 million and indirect/induced impact of $9.1 million.
Operational and capital spending in Kansas generated $21 million of the total impact, and $4.4 
million in impact was generated from student and visitor spending in 2021.
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As a result of operations, student spending and visitor spending, Donnelly College 
supports 156 jobs (103 direct and 53 indirect/induced). Donnelly employs the 
full-time equivalent of 69 people.

Contributes to the State and Local Tax Base
In 2021, Donnelly College, its suppliers, students and visitors contributed an estimated 
$1.4 million in state and local taxes through spending in the local and statewide economy. 
Of this $1.4 million, over $623,000 was generated in local taxes only.
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Alumni Continue to Contribute
to Kansas 
Donnelly graduates develop a breadth of knowledge and skills 
that enable them to be educated contributors to the diverse 
local community. Entering a range of careers, graduates bring 
communication and critical thinking skills, technological 
literacy, and a deep appreciation for human and cultural 
diversity. Over 2,200 Donnelly College alumni living and 
working in Kansas are continuing to make a positive 
economic impact after graduation. �ese graduates are an 
integral part of the Kansas workforce, impacting the economy 
not only through their spending but also through the extra 
earning power generated by their Donnelly College degree. 
Each year, Donnelly College alumni generate $12.3 million 
in economic output for Kansas, support and sustain 77 jobs, 
and contribute $765,066 in state and local taxes. �ese 
impacts are based on the added value of earning a degree or 
credential from Donnelly College, not alumni full wages. 
With Donnelly's location being less than �ve miles from the 
state border, Donnelly alumni make a similarly signi�cant 
impact across Missouri as well.

Mission to Serve and Give Back
Community is a core value at Donnelly, and its students, 
faculty and sta� positively impact the greater Kansas City 
region in a variety of ways. Examples include the annual Day 
of Service, service-learning course activities, college readiness 
outreach to K-12 students and a well-established associate 
degree program at Lansing Correctional Facility. Using data 
points from the U.S. Census Bureau and the Points of Light 
Foundation, it is estimated that sta�, faculty and students give 
$45,462 annually in charitable donations and volunteer for an 
estimated 4,764 hours, valued at $58,367. In 2021, the 
combined impact of charitable giving and volunteerism 
totaled $103,829. �ese bene�ts were in addition to the 
$25.4 million in annual economic impact. 

"Donnelly is recognized by U.S. News & World 
Report as the most diverse college in the Midwest 
and the majority of our students are the �rst in 
their families to graduate college. Donnelly is also 
ranked 7th for Least Student Debt and Top 20 for 
Student Social Mobility. It’s clear why a Donnelly 
education is transformative for our students AND 
their families."

— Monsignor Stuart W. Swetland, S.T.D.
President, Donnelly College
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