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A student makes her way to Donnelly’s
main academic building for the first day of
orientation for new and transfer students.
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ONCAMPUS

Bloch Scholars Program
expands to include 50 students

hanks to a generous multi-year investment by the H&R
Block Foundation and the Marion and Henry Bloch
Family Foundation, the number of Bloch Scholars at Donnelly
College will more than double beginning in fall 2024. With
this increase, up to 50 Donnelly students per year will have
the opportunity to pursue a bachelor’s degree debt-free.

The H&R Block Foundation established the Bloch
Scholars Program in 2000 as a retirement gift to co-founder
Henry W. Bloch. The program provides full scholarships
to Kansas City-area students who do not qualify for
Donnelly’s most competitive merit scholarships, but who
are willing to persevere to meet their academic goals.

Bloch Scholars complete an associate degree at Donnelly
and then transfer to either the University of Missouri-
Kansas City or Rockhurst University to complete their
bachelor’s degree. In addition to financial support, the
Bloch Scholars Program provides students with educational
resources, academic coaching and transfer assistance.

Donnelly freshman Sharlin Saucedo appreciates the
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“My favorite part of being a Bloch Scholar is the sense

support she receives from

her peers at weekly
Tuesdays Together meetings.

of community,” she said. “I really enjoy Tuesdays Together
because it makes me feel like 'm part of a big family where
we can help and encourage each other.”

In addition to increasing the number of Bloch Scholars,
the expansion will also increase cross-campus activities that
bring together Bloch Scholars from all four participating
schools: Donnelly College, Metropolitan Community
College, Rockhurst University and UMKC. Donnelly now
has a full-time Bloch Scholars Program coordinator on staff.

Freshman Robert Nicolas-Estrada looks forward to
remaining connected to Donnelly after he transfers to
UMKC to complete a bachelor’s degree in biology.

“We represent Donnelly College,” he said. “That is a big
honor that I am thankful to have.” 2]

2022-23 Bloch Scholars celebrate their achievements at a graduation luncheon in May.
PHOTO CREDIT: UMKC STRATEGIC MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
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Students play Apex Legends in between classes in the esports gaming room.

Leveling up: Donnelly launches esports team

fter long days attending classes, studying and

working part-time jobs, many traditional college
students find themselves unwinding by playing video
games. Not only is Generation Z more attuned to the
digital world, but since the COVID-19 pandemic
forced many young people to find more isolated hobbies,
competitive gaming has exploded in popularity. Enter
the world of electronic sports, or esports for short.

Esports is a form of virtual individual or team
competition using video games as the medium instead
of physical sports. Colleges are embracing the wave
of the future by joining national esports conferences
and registering to compete against other schools. Large
universities have even hired full-time staff to oversee
competitions and host tryouts to place players in varsity
or junior varsity levels.

Donnelly’s esports team launched in the spring of
2023, giving students an opportunity to embrace this
new generation of intercollegiate competition.

Donnelly joined over 240 member colleges and
universities in the National Association of Collegiate
Esports conference. Because Donnelly’s esports team

is not yet developed enough to compete against other
schools, students have primarily utilized the new esports
gaming room as a free-play gaming space. While
actively recruiting team members throughout the year,
committed students meet biweekly to discuss team
structure and prepare for future competitions.

“I'm getting lots of feedback from students and
allowing them to set what they’d like [the team] to look
like,” said Jacob Marlay, Donnelly academic advisor and
esports advisor.

Marlay enjoys overseeing and growing the esports team
because it’s an opportunity for Donnelly students to
experience school pride even without cheering on official
Donnelly sports teams.

“That’s the traditional college experience — the ‘rah-raly,
our school’s better than your school,” he said. “This is
our best chance to have that Donnelly pride and actually
get to be tested against other schools.”

Donnelly’s esports team is projected to be approved
by NACE for intercollegiate competition eligibility by
fall 2024. [
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SPOTLIGHT

Remembering Dr. John Murry

Dr. John Murry, left, and his wife Mary Margaret, right, chaired SHINE 2009, which honored the Benedictine Sisters

of Mount St. Scholastica. In the center are Sister Laura Haug, OSB and Sister Paula Howard, OSB, who served as the

dean during his tenure.

Donnelly’s fifth president, Dr. John Murry, 89,
passed away on April 20, 2023. He was respected
and loved by faculty, staff and students alike.

Dr. Murry received his undergraduate degree
from Rockhurst University and his master’s and
doctorate from Kansas State University. He and
his beloved wife of 66 years Mary Margaret were
blessed with four children, 11 grandchildren, six
great-grandchildren, one great-great grandchild
and many nieces and nephews.

Dr. Murry spent more than 40 years in higher
education, including 19 years in various positions at
Kansas State University and four years as president of
Marymount College in Salina, Kansas. He served as
Donnelly’s president for 11 years (1987-1998) after
being recruited by his predecessor Father Ray Davern
to become Donnelly’s first lay president. After
retiring from Donnelly, Dr. Murry served as interim
president of Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas.

Like most Donnelly students, Dr. Murry had
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to work to put himself through college. In a
1997 article from The Leaven newspaper, he said,

“Students are our primary customers. We need to...

treat them with respect and understanding. If they’re
not here, we can all leave — there’s no need for us.”

Dr. Murry was also committed to securing the
College’s future and building its endowment. He led
a capital campaign with that goal for the College’s
50" anniversary.

According to Mary Spangler, former director of
development, “Some college presidents struggle with
fundraising, but not Dr. Murry. His authenticity
and genuine love for humanity resulted in strong,
strategic and impactful philanthropic relationships
that continue to benefit students today. He was a
development director’s dream!”

Donnelly’s long-serving Director of Business
Affairs Stephen Goceljak remembers that Dr. Murry
worked hard to connect the College with businesses
and organizations in the surrounding community.



“As Donnelly’s leader, Dr. Murry made sure that everyone
in the community knew the story of the College and its
mission,” he said.

Opver the years, Dr. Murry chaired or served on the boards
of many community organizations. He felt particularly
honored to have been elected as chair of the National
Advisory Council to the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops. In 2018, Rockhurst University honored
him with their Xavier Medal of Honor alumni award
for societal contributions. One of his many notable
contributions included spearheading his family’s efforts that
enrolled over 40,000 people into the national bone marrow
donor registry, resulting in 160 lifesaving transplants to date.

As his obituary noted, “Dr. Murry will be remembered for
his love of people and endearing sense of humor that made
everyone feel respected, heard and loved.”

A former associate described Dr. Murry as “very intelligent,
but just a common guy. He used to lay bricks with his dad.
He could visit with the president of the United States and fit
right in, or he could sit down with a ditch digger and have a
bologna sandwich and fit right in.”

Dr. Murry never stopped advocating for Donnelly. His
obituary included this final “Note from Dad: If you cant
come to the funeral don’t worry about it, I expect to be
talking to the Lord anyway. Don't send flowers. Instead send
money to Donnelly College or to the Benedictine Sisters in
Atchison, KS who founded Donnelly, and is one fantastic
community of women religious.” 2]

Dr. Murry laughs with Delia Marin '84.

For additional testimonials, visit donnelly.edu/blog.
To contribute a remembrance to the blog post, email
marketing@donnelly.edu.

Family and former
students and coworkers
share testimonials

“Dr. Murry led the College during some of its most
trying times, but he never gave up on the importance of
its survival. His vision for the future of Donnelly was an
inspiration to me in the quest to see Donnelly succeed.”

Dr. Ken Gibson, sixth president of Donnelly College

“Dr. Murry was among the kindest and most positive
people I have ever met. I cherish his memory and am
grateful for his example of service to Donnelly and the
civic community.”

Sister Grace Malaney, OSB

“Dr. Murry was more than just the ‘president of Donnelly’
for me. He was a dear friend and mentor who had a
profound impact on my life. He was a guiding light who
always made me feel like family.”

Delia Marin "84

“I enjoyed walking Donnelly’s halls with Dad. He
would greet everybody we passed... I think he wanted
me to meet them rather than them to meet me. The
Donnelly community was part of his larger family, and
he wanted me to appreciate them as much as he did.”

John Murry, Jr., Dr. Murry’s son

“If anything was to be written about him, he would
want it known that he was a man of faith and he adored
his family and he cherished his friends.... I think he
accomplished so much throughout his life because of
his love for people.”

Kathleen “Beane” Parker, Dr. Murry’s daughter

“I worked with Dr. Murry for many years as an
employee and board member. His easygoing personality
and humor put people at ease. He was a great person of
faith and was devoted to his family.”

Sister Mary Agnes Patterson, OSB

“The College’s mission was so important to John. He
would say that colleges like Harvard and Yale rated
themselves by the students they admitted, whereas we
rated ourselves by the students we graduated. He also
said that we made a difference not only in our students’
lives but in their families’ lives for generations to come.”

Frances Sanders, former dean and
vice president of institutional effectiveness
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FEATURE

ominic Ramirez is open to new challenges.
Palaw Ri is no stranger to balancing a busy
schedule. Both students started at Donnelly full time
in the fall of 2023 and have excelled in their studies.
They have become accustomed to college life and
the higher standard of academic excellence that is
expected from instructors. They have gotten involved
and utilized the many resources offered. However,
there is one major difference between these two
students and many of their classmates.
They are both still in high school.
When an opportunity arose near the end of the
summer for Bishop Ward High School students to
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pilot a variation of Donnelly’s College Credit Now
dual-credit program, Ramirez and Ri jumped at

the chance to be challenged and try something new.
Instead of taking college-level courses completely
online or taught by high school teachers, the students
would walk across the street to take classes in-person
on Donnelly’s campus.

College Credit Now has been a program at
Donnelly for decades. High school students that
qualify for the program can earn college credits
while completing their high school diploma —
ultimately saving them time and tuition costs in
their educational journeys. At $75 per credit hour,



Dominic Ramirez takes notes during
his First Year Experience class.

Donnelly’s College Credit Now is one of the most
affordable dual-credit programs in Kansas City.

So why would two seniors voluntarily sign up to
take nearly all college-level courses in their last year
of high school? For Ramirez, he found that being
challenged in school helps him stay focused on
learning the course material.

“At first, I was scared, which was a new feeling,”
Ramirez said. “School had never scared me. I had
never had to ask, “What if I fail?’ I decided to go
for it because it was such a good opportunity to get
ahead in my college career. I always knew college was
the next step. Why not just get started?”

After Ri was also recommended for this pilot program
by his counselor and dean at Bishop Ward, he liked the
idea of taking in-person classes instead of online.

“I've been able to get a feel of what college is like
before I eventually transfer to a bigger university,”

Ri said. “I can just bring along my credits to finish
faster too.”

Both Ramirez and Ri are taking five classes on
Donnelly’s campus and two part-time classes at
Bishop Ward. Not only that, but Ramirez is on the
Bishop Ward Student Council and a member of the
pep club. Ri is a linebacker on the football team and
a member of Scholars Bowl. The biggest challenge?
Balancing the workload.

“There have been times I've barely had any time to
finish assignments, especially on Friday nights,” Ri
said. “After the Friday night football games, I've had
some assignments due on Saturday morning.”

While the workload is heavy, Ramirez credits
Donnelly for providing campus resources to keep
students on track with their academic goals.

J A

Palaw Ri attends the job and internship fair on Donnelly’s campus.

|

“You see TV shows where the professors are horrible
and mean,” Ramirez said. “But Donnelly professors
are amazing. They’re going to prioritize coursework
and deadlines, but they still care about you as people.
They want you to utilize Donnelly’s resources like
tutoring and their office hours. They don’t want you
to fail.”

One of the biggest differences between high school
and college is the freedom college allows its students.
In between classes, Donnelly students can meet with
instructors, study, hang out with classmates or leave
campus altogether. Ramirez and Ri joked that not
needing a hall pass to use the restroom during class
time at Donnelly was quite a shock at first.

According to Coordinator of Academic Affairs Emily
Jacobsen, high school students who qualify for College
Credit Now as juniors could potentially finish earning
their associate degree from Donnelly at the same time
that they graduate with a high school diploma — saving
them two years of time and tuition costs.

“[College Credit Now] is a great opportunity
because students are... creating lives for themselves
earlier and opening up more doors,” Jacobsen said.

Ramirez hopes to eventually become a surgeon
while Ri sees himself entering the engineering field.

As Ramirez and Ri finish their first semester,
Donnelly’s leadership hopes this pilot program can be
expanded to include more students from any partner
high school near Donnelly’s campus. Not only have
these two students excelled in their studies, but they
bring hope to other high school students who want
to get one step ahead in life.

“Dominic and Palaw — they’re dynamic, they’re just
superstars,” said Dean of the College Lisa Stoothoft.
“They’re both the perfect students for this... It is an
increased workload, but they understand the value
of what they’ve been given and they’re not taking it
for granted.” 8]
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2023 ALUMNI HALL OF FAME

' INDUCTEES

Sister Mary Teresa Morris, OSB, RN '77

A Kansas City, Kansas native, Sister Mary Teresa Morris graduated from Wyandotte
High School and attended St. Margaret’s School of Nursing and Donnelly College before
earning her Bachelor of Science in nursing from Northwest Missouri State University and
a Master of Public Health from St. Louis University.

A nurse since 1972 and a Benedictine Sister since 1978, Sister Mary Teresa served in
hospitals, long-term care facilities and home health settings. She specialized in caring for
the poor, the homebound and high-risk infants and children with special needs. During
. the pandemic, she served as the director of infectious diseases at the Dooley Center, the
licensed care facility for the Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica.

Sister Mary Teresa has also given back to Donnelly in many ways: teaching in Donnelly’s

allied health program, serving as interim director of the nursing program and serving
as a board member.

“Sister approaches everything she does with precision, intelligence and, most importantly,
compassion. She treats the people she serves as she would Christ Himself.”
Sister Mary Teresa Morris’ nominator

Robert Briscoe '67

Bob Briscoe grew up just down the street from Donnelly. He attended the Cathedral
of St. Peter School and Rockhurst High School before coming to Donnelly, where an
elective art appreciation class changed his career plans. He went on to earn a bachelor’s
in economics from Kansas State University and used those skills to become an
independent artist.

Bob then pursued his passion for pottery, completing several apprenticeships and
establishing multiple pottery studios. He built a national reputation, and his award-
winning work has been collected by many museums, including the Smithsonian. His
passion for mentoring young artists led him to open his studios not only to fellow
potters, but to anyone interested in learning to work with clay. He also co-founded the

Saint Croix Valley Pottery Tour and donated partial proceeds to support young artists.
The event has inspired 30 similar events around the country.

“A fortuitous decision to take a fine

arts class led Bob to a lifetime as a

passionate and creative potter and

world-renowned professional artist.”
Bob Briscoe’s nominator

To watch the Alumni Hall of
Fame video features from

SHINE 2023, please visit
youtube.com/donnellyedu
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At Convocation this fall, Monsignor Swetland encouraged students to
‘choose hope.” Before | found Donnelly, that was a challenge for me.
Although my father came to the U.S. from Ukraine to give our family
a better life, | didn’t always feel optimistic about my future.

Growing up in Oregon, | struggled with a learning disability, selective
mutism and ADHD. Even though | had positive role models in school and
church, | still lacked confidence when | started taking college classes.

| attended state universities in Oregon and Kansas, but | couldn’t express
my faith there. | moved to Kansas City looking for a fresh start.

When | learned about Donnelly, this small, faith-based college seemed too
good to be true. Inspired by the many people who helped me overcome my
speech and learning difficulties, | enrolled in nursing prerequisite classes.
The day | was accepted into the practical nursing program was one of the
best days of my life.

At Donnelly, the faculty and staff understand that having successful students
requires meeting needs beyond the classroom. When | was struggling in my
classes, | received free tutoring. When | needed help with tuition payments,
the Financial Aid office found me scholarships. When | was hesitant to voice
my opinions, my professors encouraged me and showed me respect and grace.

With that support, my confidence spread like wildfire. | now serve as Student
Senate president, | volunteer in the campus food pantry, and | tutor science

“When | came to Donnelly
College, | learned to
choose hope.”

students. When I'm not studying, | work at KU Medical Center assisting with complex-behavior patients. With the
skills and faith foundation Donnelly has given me, | am confident | can reach my goal of becoming a psychiatric

nurse practitioner.

I'm so grateful | found a college that offers students the gift
of hope rooted in faith. Please consider donating this holiday
— season so that Donnelly College can inspire even more

students to choose hope.

u?/dfé

] —~ : | | Wishing you a new year filled with hope,

N Stofance b

Stefanie Ambroziak, Class of

25

- P
NG W &
N e

;':L donnelly.edu/give.

To help students like Stefanie
realize their dreams, use the
return envelope found in this
issue of the Digest or visit
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A NIGHT OF
GLAMOUR
& GRACE

SHINE RAISES $970,000

-UR DONNELLY COLLEGE



SHINE? Visit Donnelly’s YouTube
channel for video highlights.

A Guests celebrate after the
fundraising goal was met.

B President Monsignor
Stuart Swetland poses with
event chairs Terry and
John Gillcrist.

C SHINE was held at The
Abbott in Kansas City, MO.

D Sarai Thao ‘24 and
Aadesh Biswa ‘23 share
their testimonies during
the “Feel Donnelly” show,
loosely based on The Phil
Donahue Show.

E Guests enjoy the social
hour on The Abbott’s
rooftop space.

F Board Chair Jason Banks
introduces the Alumni Hall
of Fame inductees.

G Nearly 400 guests
attended SHINE.

H Students, staff and
board members dance
the night away in the
second annual flash mob.

SAVE THE DATE FOR SHINE 2024 : THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

2022-2023 Academic Year

hough the times we

live in can often feel
gloomy and anxious, I
have been encouraging
our Donnelly community
to live more deeply the
virtue of hope and the
gift of joy.

For our students,

I challenged them to
live in hope, which is
really asking them to see

reality in all its fullness.

Monsignor Stuart Swetland

Every student comes to
Donnelly with a story,
and that story often involves moments of tremendous
struggle. Having persevered through many difficulties
and achieving great things as Donnelly students is often
a source of hope, not only for themselves, but for their
families and communities.

I also asked our faculty and staff to choose joy as they
perform their duties at the College. Joy is something that
can brighten, buoy and bless the lives of those around us.
Like hope, it does not mean that we will not face dithcult
times. Rather, it helps us approach those difficult times
feeling more grounded, for we know storms pass. We also
know that, here at Donnelly, there is a community we can
lean on. As Jesus promises us, “These things I have spoken
to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be full” (John 15:11).

14 | DONNELLY DIGEST

I am filled with hope and joy when I give thanks for
the generous donors and supporters who make the vision
and mission of Donnelly possible. Some recent highlights
demonstrate the impact of these gifts:

* In May we celebrated 119 graduates, including six
from our program at Lansing Correctional Facility.
Seven more students graduated this summer.

*  82% of our 2022-23 graduates were first-
generation college students.

* We are adding an associate to bachelor’s in
nursing bridge program and pursuing national
accreditation from the Accreditation Commission
for Education in Nursing.

e Qur 2023 SHINE event raised $970,000 to
support our students and mission.

Donnelly also continues to climb in the U.S. News &
World Report Best Colleges rankings:

* In fall 2023, Donnelly was recognized as the most
diverse college in the Midwest for the seventh
straight year.

* Donnelly ranked 3" in the Midwest in least
student debt at graduation.

* Donnelly ranked 8" in economic diversity and
13 for social mobility of our graduates.

*  We also ranked 19" nationally for most students
over age 25.



[
In all we do, Donnelly students and staff continue " These thl ngs

to achieve excellence:

* For 2022, our practical nursing pass rates I have Sp oken

were again recognized for exceeding the
national average.

to you, that my joy
may be in you,

Perhaps the best summation of the good work that AL

Donnelly does was made by the visiting HLC team: and that your Joy

“Donnelly College is succeeding at a difficult challenge:
enrolling primarily first-generation, minority and LU
low-income students, offering support for students well may b e full'

beyond the norm, setting tuition low and raising funds
to support the budget. Faculty, staff, board members )
and donors are deeply committed to the mission, which John 15:11
makes the extra effort required possible.”

* In spring 2023, we hosted a team from the
Higher Learning Commission for a comprehensive
reaccreditation visit and were unconditionally
reaccredited for six years.

God continues to bless Donnelly College through you.
As St. Paul teaches us, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I say
again: Rejoice! Your kindness should be known to all”
(Philippians 4:4-5).

We continue to pray at Mass every day for the many
friends who have blessed Donnelly College by sharing
your resources with us. Because of you, Donnelly students,
faculty and staff are seeking truth, building community
and pursuing excellence. Thank you for your continued

prayers and support! I8

Msgr. Stuart W. Swetland
President




2022-2023 ACADEMIC

OUR STUDENTS

STUDENT BACKGROUNDS

First-
genera

institutions nati

college students

Almost twice as high
as other four-year

36% Hispanic

5% Asian

1% American Indian/
Alaskan Native

15% White

4% Two or more races

39% Black

31

Average age

P

73%

Females

27%

Males

A

N

71%

29%

tion Kansas Missouri
By County
36% Wyandotte KS 23% Jackson MO
onally 22% Johnson KS 5% Clay & Platte MO
12% Leavenworth KS 1% Other MO
1% Other KS

AFFORDABILITY

Average tuition
and fees for a
full-time student

74%

of students receive
scholarships/grant aid

$32,588
$29’079 Average
Kansas Local
Donnelly Indggle:;:nt Catholic
Association

JHIL

65%

Source: National Center for Education Statistics
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of students receive
Pell Grant assistance

$2,201,060

total scholarships and
institutional aid

$6,531

average award

$1,197,029

total Pell Grants
distributed

$4,040

average award




YEAR: BY THE NUMBERS

PROGRAM ENROLLMENT

33%

7%

16%

10%

34%

82%
87% First
Minority generation

Associate degree

Bachelor’s degree

degree- and
certificate-
Undeclared seeking

students

Correctional
facilities program

Nursing

On average,
Donnelly classes have

10 STUDENTS

O

60 Nursing

119

GRADUATES
IN 2023

8 Bachelor’s

51 Associate

41% Scholarships

IMPACT
OF GIVING

$1,842,638
raised

6% Capital Projects

14% Endowment

39%

General Programs &
Operating Expenses

SOURCES OF GIFTS

45%
Alumni/
Friends/Other

39%

Foundations

12%

Organizations

4%

Corporations
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DONORROLL

$250,000+

Anonymous

Archdiocese of Kansas City
in Kansas

The Dehaemers Family
Charitable Trust

John W. & Effie E. Speas
Memorial Trust, Bank of
America, N.A., Trustee

$100,000+
Barbara and David
Dehaemers

$50,000+

H&R Block Foundation

Hawk Family Foundation

Dr. Judy Hemberger

Tom and Sharon McCullough

Frank and Margaret G.
McGee Fund

The Richardson Educational
Opportunities Trust

In Thanksgiving to
Blessed Seelos Fund

The Sosland Foundation
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$25,000+

Anonymous

Thomas R. Bettencourt
Living Trust

Excel Constructors

Forster-Powers Charitable
Trust

Health Forward Foundation

McCullough Family
Foundation

Newcomer Family
Foundation

R and C Charitable
Foundation

Rich and Linda Sizemore

John J. Sullivan, Jr.
Charitable Trust

Westerman Foundation

$10,000+

909 Properties

Benedictine Sisters of
Mount St. Scholastica

Robert and Donna Berry

Dr. Paul and Karen Camarata

The Catholic Foundation of
Northeast Kansas

2
® e o

L 4

Constance M. Cooper
Charitable Foundation
The Ronald D. Deffenbaugh
Foundation

J.E. Dunn Construction Co.

Terrence and Hon. Peggy
Dunn

William Jr. and Marianne Dunn

Teodoro Jr. '93 and Leticia
Garcia

John and Teresa Gillcrist

David Luke Henton and
Timothy Kruse '75

JBH Foundation

Kevin ‘72 and Patricia Keefer

W. K. Kellogg Foundation

Koch Foundation

Irven E. and Nevada P.
Linscomb Foundation

Loretto Foundation

MC Realty Group, LLC

The McDonnell Foundation

Robert E. Miller Group

Ramon and Sally Murguia

Oppenstein Brothers
Foundation, Commerce
Bank, Trustee

Raskob Foundation for
Catholic Activities, Inc.

Dr. John A.’66 and Diane
Romito

John and Marny Sherman

Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth

Vivian and Hymie J. Sosland
Charitable Trust

Union Pacific Foundation

Gary and Jane Walton

$5,000+

James Boldt and Kathleen
O’Malley Boldt

Richard and Trudy Boynton

Breidenthal Snyder
Foundation

Burns & McDonnell

Dunn Family Foundation

Richard Jr. and Laura
Flanigan

Luis and Kristin Garcia

Kenneth V. and Marilyn
Hager Family Fund

Michael and Marlys Haverty

Joan Horan



Mark and Patricia Lester

Mariner Foundation

Lucie Jane Desloge McAnany
Scholarship

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation

Kevin and Janette Rhoades

Doug and Shonya Riedel

Santa Marta Chapel

Security Bank of Kansas City

St. Paul Catholic Church

Bob and Louise Tritt

The Whispering Angel Trust

Ken and Diane Williams

Ira K. Witschner Charitable
Trust D

Stan and Nancy Woodworth

Wyandotte Community
Coalition Foundation

$2,500+

American Theatre Guild

James and Sarah Arkell

M. Jason and Stacia Banks

Daniel Braum ‘71

Dan and Terri Carey

Choice Solutions LLC

Consulate of Mexico
in Kansas City

Country Club Bank

FORVIS

Gary and Susan Friedrichsen

Tim Gaigals

Geico

Tim and Judy Gerstner

Drs. Kenneth Gibson and
Jackie Snyder

Greater Kansas City Chamber
of Commerce

Heath and Jackie Hancock

Rich and Sheila Henry

Kansas City Life Insurance
Company

Kansas City Teen Summit

Kansas Speedway

Donald and Diane Lueger

Mary Elizabeth Martin
Scholarship Trust, US Bank
N.A. Trustee

Pat and Melodi McAnany

Steve and Susan Miller Family
Charitable Fund

Nelson and Marcia Newcomer

Promise of Learning Foundation

Ray and Kathy Remijio

REpowering Schools

Curt and Becky Samson

Herb and Lisa Sizemore

Robin and Magda Snyder

St. Michael the Archangel Parish

Ernest Il and Susan Straub

Monsignor Stuart Swetland
Glenn and Joan Wells

$1,000+

Dr. Pablo and Elizabeth Aguayo

Anonymous (2)

Christopher and Dana Arth

Dr. Charles and Grace Barth

Bob Bartunek

Paul and Kathy Bastasch

Dr. Tory and Elizabeth Baucum

Michael and Susan '66 Becker

Mario and Laura Brancato

Chris and Hillary Braudis

David and Pam Brill

Emily Buckley

Joseph Jr. and Laura Chillo

Church of the Nativity

Kevin Connor

Kenneth Conroy

Tom and Maureen Coulter

Darcy Cruse

Cunningham Family Fund

Dollar General Literacy
Foundation

Michael and Julie Egan

Matt and Sarah Ferguson

Scott and Avery Ferguson

Ron and Catherine '72 Foster

Steve and Jacquelyn Gering

Bob and Maria Gillcrist

Bob Graham

Daniel and Patricia t '72 Haake

Donald Hall, Sr.

Bob and Carolyn Harrington

Will L. Harris

Mark and Abby Henke

Chris and Cari Hillyer

Paul and Karen Jones

Eugene Kalwei

KCK African American History
Committee

Reverend Robert L. Kerr '65

Richard M. and Karin Kinzalow

Kissick Construction

Marjorie Lampton

James and Dunrie Lewis

Rocio Luna '23

Maureen Mahoney and Hon.
Daniel Crabtree

Nicholas and Patti Manning

Jose Marquez '17,'19

George and Laurie McLiney

Dr. James '62 and Cindy
Mersmann

Larry '61 and Mary '63 Meyers

Sean and Karen Miller

Gordan and Mary Moffitt

Robert and Debbie Monroe

William Moran

LIFETIME SOCIETY

The Lifetime Society honors donors who have
generously contributed more than $250,000
over their history of giving to Donnelly College.

Anonymous (3)
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas

Benedictine Sisters of
Mount St. Scholastica

Thomas R. Bettencourt
Living Trust

Marion and Henry Bloch
Family Foundation

H&R Block Foundation

Willard J. & Mary G.
Breidenthal Foundation

Central Bank of Kansas City -
New Markets Tax Credits

The Dehaemers Family Charitable Trust
DST Systems, Inc.

J.E. Dunn Construction Co.

William Jr. and Marianne Dunn

Richard Jr. and Laura Flanigan

Forster - Powers Charitable Trust
Francis Family Foundation

Gateway to College National Network
Goppert Foundation

Health Forward Foundation

Kansas Independent College Foundation
George and Marian LaHood

The J.E. & L.E. Mabee Foundation

The McGee Foundation

Frank and Margaret G. McGee Fund
William G. McGowan Charitable Fund, Inc.
Philomena Muntzel Estate

Oppenstein Brothers Foundation -
Commerce Bank, Trustee

The Richardson Educational
Opportunities Trust

In Thanksgiving to Blessed Seelos Fund
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
The Sosland Foundation

John W. & Effie E. Speas Memorial Trust,
Bank of America, N.A., Trustee

The Sunderland Foundation
Rose Teicher Estate

Helen K. Trant Estate
Westerman Foundation
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Michael and Julie Morrand
David and Kristina Mulvany
Gloria Murray
Most Rev. Joseph F.
Naumann, D.D.
Randy and Julie Newcomer
Dr. William '85 and
Joan Nicely
Michael and Jane Norris
Diane and Robert O'Byrne
Occidental Petroleum
Corporation
Father Gary Pennings
Kevin and Barb Petracek
Anne and Scott Powell
David and Victoria Prather
Joe and Kelly Privitera
John M. Ramirez '65
Bobby and Elizabeth Rariden
Craig ‘70 and Dianne Ratkey
Joseph and Amy Reardon
Dr. Charles M. Renne '53
Loretta Ross '59
S&B Ventures, LLC
Gregory Shondell
Paul and Kathleen Sinclair
Evan Sizemore
Greg and Julie Sizemore
Steve and Elizabeth Smith
Anthony and Lisa Stoothoff
Timothy and Connie Sullivan
Chris and Dawnia Talarico
Monsignor Thomas Tank
Terry and Jacquie Van Meter
Charles and Julie Vogel

DONNELLY COLLEGE

SOCI

Y

Anonymous (2)

Ann T. Armbruster T

Olive Ann Beech T

Roger Berg, Jr.

Father Thomas R. Bettencourt
Emily Buckley

Clarence Bukaty T

John N. Caldwell '75 T

Mayme t & Anthony T D’Agostino

Tom Daly t
Edith T & Harry Darby t
Father Ray Davern t
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Scott and Anabella
Wasserman

Dr. John and Carol Wolpert

Nestor and Maria Zuluaga

$500+

Waleed Al Shaikhli

Anonymous

Ronald Bonesteel

Dr. Brett Ferguson and Dr.
Rita Burnett

Ken and Kelly Byrd

Jim Callowich '64

Alietia Caughron

Dr. Gene Chavez, Ed.D.

Rachel A. Cruz

Michael and Nancy Czinege

Susan De Voe

James Dinkel

Kurt and Mary Doyle

Patrick and Meredith Doyle

Phillip and Angela French

Harry and Becky Gibson

Joseph and Janet Gose

Mike and Lynn Gossman

Dr. Kelly and Lisa Grosdidier

Amy Hamm

Steve and Marsha Harmon

Dr. Patrick and Elizabeth
Herrick

Rod Shriwise and Kathy Hintz

Holy Trinity Church-Lenexa

Greg Kindle

David and Monica Kissick

Demi Lloyd

Martha T. Marin '67

Ivan '10, '13 and Daniela
Duarte '14 Medrano

Howard '76 and Inzia Miller

Maynard Moore

Maurice and Christa Moss

David and Emily Ochoa

Joseph F. O'Connor

Richard and Joy Pace

Randall and Kathleen Parker

Michael and Mary
Partington

Dr. Kevin and Jennie
Punswick

Dr. Doug and Joanna Rivard

Lee and Lina Schneller

Seigfreid Bingham, P.C.

Dhuha Shareef '09 and
Khalid Al Shaikhli

Steve and Mary Beth Smith

David '07,’'09 and Angie
Stanley

Mark and Kim Stukel

Brandy Wells

$250+

Heidi and Matthew
Anderson

Catherine A. Audley '62

Andrea Bock Kunz

Reyes J. Calderon '03

Tim and Rebecca Carney

Dr. Vincent and Mariza
Cascone

Joseph Cinalli

Scott and Kathleen Coup

Patricia Dickinson

David and Joyce Didde

Craig and Karen Gaffney

Roy and Martha Hann

Kate and Tony Hodel

Tom and Catherine Konrade

Karen Lombardi

Chuck and Wendy
Maggiorotto

Angela Mancuso Pace and
Matthew Pace

Maureen and Dave Mauer

Kieth and Tara McGovern

Comm. Brian '76 and
Patricia '75 McKiernan

Robert McMahon

Dan and Laura McKnight

Father Mark Mertes

Clarence Messick

John and Angela Minnis

Steve '59 and Marcia Nicely

Pat and Mary O’Connell

Dr. Jay and Rita Oltjen

James and Janice T Owens

William Pallett

Lisa Parker

Jack and Pat Polise

William '61 and Kathleen '61
Reardon

Ed '58 and Madelyn '59 Regan

Father John Riley

Christine Sheffler

Stucco Repair Specialists, LLC

John and Sara Sweeney

The Legacy Society recognizes all donors who have included Donnelly College in their estate plans.
Have you thought about including Donnelly in your estate plans? Donnelly would be honored

to assist you and share estate planning tools. For more information, contact Emily Buckley at
ebuckley@donnelly.edu or 913.621.8731.

Richard L. Day '57 1

Nancy Fansher

Dr. Hubert M. Floersch T
Beatrice Glynn T

Clarence H. Goppert T
William and Kathy Graveman
George H. Gray T

Marian E. Haveker t

Hardy T & Frances T Hay
Father Michael P. Hermes
John T & Dorothy T'65 Hirsch
John Horan t

Ernest L. Johnson, Jr. '62
Timothy Kruse '75
David J. Lipp '62 T

Edwin J. t & Helen t McAnany

Lucie J. D. McAnany T
Margaret McCarthy t

Lawrence '73 & Linda McGurn

Philomena Muntzel T
Peggy L. Neal

Kenneth J. & Mary Clover Obrzut

James & Janice T Owens
Robert Pemberton T

Drs. Thomas and Janet Pierce

Steven R. Riedel '79 T
Zoe Ryan t

Vivian J. Sosland T
Richard Spann T
Charles M. Sugar T
Rozella K. C. Swisher T
Rose Teicher T

Helen K. Trant T
Gloria Vusich ’67 t
Adeline J. Walton 1

t denotes deceased members
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University of Saint Mary
Thomas E. and Sheila Weiford

$100+

Anonymous

Jane Applebury Garrison '71

Douglas Bach

Lanny and Joan Bachtle

Barbara Bailey

Marilyn E. Baker

Bernard Barry

Loretta A. Bates

Darick Bell

Roger Berg, Sr.

Cecilia Bishop

Thomas and Jody Boeding

Jacque Bommarito

Robert L. Briscoe '67

Joanne Brown '51

Keith and Marcea Brown

Rosalyn Brown

Monsignor Raymond Burger

Stephen F. Burger '74

James and Joanne Burns

Patricia C. Callaghan '59

Mary Carrington Harris

Ryan '82 and Irene Caudillo

Drs. Paula and Cyrus
Console-Soican

Brennan Crawford '02

Patrick and Rosemarie Crilly

Dr. Karen Curls

Joan D’Agostino

Robert and Lea Daum

Rece Dawson

Dr. Dennis and Alice Diederich

Evelyn Dixon '11

Geraldine Donnelly

Suzanne Dulle

Breonna Dunigans

Jay and Margie Dunlap

Terry and Ann Ecklund

Cynthia Einhellig

Daniel Eliason

Joseph and Judith '63 Evans

James J. Farrell

Sarah and Matt Ferguson

Dr. Bernard Franklin

Mary French

Puamuh and Michelle
Ghogomu

John Gioia

John Gladbach

Jeanne Gorman

Brad and Dawn Grabs

H&M Transportation
Services

Jan Heide

John Hewitt

Steven and Alejandra
Hutchison

Father Peter Jaramillo, SSA'75

Nick and Erin Johnson

Michael and Jennifer Kelly

Bill and Joanne Klasinski

James and Laura Knapp

Jennifer Knobel

Doug and Lesle Knop

Lawrence Wealth
Management, LLC

Michelle and Michael Lundy

Jacqueline A. Madden

Jeffrey and Christine
Magsamen

Father Agustin Martinez

Emily and Mitchell Matis

Stacy and Tim Mayer

Peter '75 and Cheryl
McDonald

Michael and Kali McGee

Hugh McGowan

Michael J. McGrath '64

Holly McKnight

James and Rebecca Merwald

Roy and Bobbie Messick

Brooks and Lisa Miller

Carla Mills

Leo Mills ’55

Mora Courage to Inspire
Fund

Ivana Morris

John and Joan Muehlberger

Kevin and Mary Mulvany

James and Winnie '62 Nass

Carolyn Novy

Franchiel Nyakatura

Terry and Anne O’Brien

Gary and Ann Patrick

Christy Peterson

Dr. Mary Pflanz

William and Catherine Powers

Joni Martin Rauen

John M. Rebeck '63

Vickie Riddle

Stephen and Rose Rudolph

John M. Ryan '58

Elizabeth Sablik

Jerre and Mark Sardou

John L. Schneider '82

Stephen and Delores Schroff

Frank and Guila Scott

Norman Scott

Raymond E. Simonich '78

Gail Smith

Ralph and Melba
Stockhausen

Joan A. Stoothoff

Dale '61 and Margaret '59
Strohl

Anna Stubblefield

Don and Robin Sumple

Gregory and Suzan
Svoboda

Robert J. Swoboda '56

Yvonne and David Telep

Libby Turner '20

Alan G. Vitt '82

Robert J. Vohs '59

Marilyn Vranicar '68

JoAnn Wardein

Carolyn Wedel

Lawrence Weigel

Lindsey Weishar

Joseph and Susan Wheeler

Paula G. Willett

Diana Wilson

Elaine Wright '82

Joseph Wurtz

Paul Yeoman

$1+

Nicholas and Katherine
Aberle

Jose Baldovinos 18

Tessa Barranco '23

Don and Anne Belinger

Roger Jr. and Laura Berg

William ’62 T and Karen 68
Bergman

James '71 and Mary Blaise

Carmen Brocks

Donald Burdolski '68

Diane Campbell

Judith Campbell

Matt and Maria Cavanaugh

Lindsay and Pete Chikes

David Conaghan

Kathleen Corrigan Doucet

Judy '69 Dangerfield

Dong V. Do

Andres Dominguez '79 and
Amy Heithoff Dominguez

Feliz Dominguez '23

Carol Doms

Marlo Dorsey

Lynne and Daryl Douglas

Matthew and Sonya Emory

Kevin and Karen Gleason

Russell Goodmiller

Bob Greenspan

David A. Harrington '83

Angel Hernandez

Robert and Cheryl
Heschmeyer

Jay Hinrichs

Dr. Craig E. Holm '70

Joe and Dr. Janet Jakupcak

Alex Johnson

Clare Johnson

Wendy Johnson

Dr. Renjith and Smitha Joseph

Michelle Kaminski 81

Thomas and Donna
Kellerman

Anita Kelley

Gretta Kelsey

Christopher Kennedy

Judy and Thomas Kezlan

Julia Klaas

Cynthia Klein

James '56 and Marilyn
Krueger

Rob and Tracey Lisch

Duncan and Margaret '67
Long

Theresa Lynn

Rosa M. Madrigal '77

William and Patrice Maloney

Valerie Mann

Sandra Mason '78

Patricia and Mike McBratney

Daniel and Amy McCauley

William '72 and Margaret
McNamee

Michael Megaris

Lawrence C. Mikesic '77

Gretchen and Brian Moffet

Deanna Montgomery

Linda Morris '68

Donald Mulik

Joseph Multhauf

Rita Myer t

Dana and Deborah
Nearmyer

Darcy Oetting

Dennis and Vilma O'Neil

Justin H. O’Shea Cavazos '22

Joanne Pafume

Juliette Paquette

Roger Prewitt

Monica Randle

Daniel ’58 and Loretta
Rebeck

Betsy Rushton '65

Deloris Sanders

Tyson and Esther Shaw

Lesley and Steve Sheldon

Calvin and Mary Jane '67
Spradley

William ‘66 and Andrea
Staudenmaier

Gregory and Lee
Stephenson

Christopher Stibbs

Robert '61 and Priscilla '61
Vesel

Janna Willhaus

Toni Williams

Patrick Wood

Bernard Worth

Kent T. Zeller '68
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DONNELLYFAMILY

IN MEMORIAM

Remembering those who
have recently passed away:

Alumni

Patricia Haake '72

Larry Ward '56
Former board member & 2013
Alumni Hall of Fame inductee

into the United States Marine Corps

in August.

marketing@donnelly.edu.

Sarah Washington '89

22 | DONNELLY DIGEST

CLASS NOTES

Sharing exciting alumni news with our entire Donnelly Family

Arturo Hernandez-Villa '19 was
commissioned as a second lieutenant

Robert Briscoe '67 and Sister
Mary Teresa Morris, OSB, RN '77
were inducted into Donnelly’s Alumni

Hall of Fame.

Submit your own Class Notes online at donnelly.edu/class-notes or email

The Seelos Institute announced

t SHINE 2023, President Monsignor

Stuart Swetland announced the launch
of The Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos Institute
for the Advancement of Catholic Education.
The Institute aims to provide services to the
local Catholic community by embracing two
of Donnelly’s core values: seeking truth and
building community.

The Seelos Institute is named after Blessed
Seelos, a German-born Redemptorist priest
who dedicated his life to serving the poor
and marginalized, with a special focus on
immigrants and youth.

“As a Catholic College, Donnelly is called
not just to provide education and faith
formation to its students, but to engage
the Church and the greater community
in lifelong learning,” Msgr. Swetland said.
“With the creation of The Seelos Institute,

i

Sebastian D’Amico

Jennifer Punswick

the College will have a more formal structure
for expanding these efforts.”

One key initiative of The Seelos Institute
provides ongoing faculty formation in
elementary and secondary schools throughout
the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas —
a service previously provided by Holy Family
School of Faith. The staff responsible for this
initiative are Sebastian D’Amico, Jennifer
Punswick and Aaron Williams, Donnelly’s
former director of mission.

Two other initiatives are also underway:

a partnership with the Ethics of Evidence
Foundation to publish a series of scholarly
works exploring the relationship between
faith and science, and adult education
including a monthly adult Bible study and
business classes. More initiatives will be

added as The Seelos Institute evolves. 8]

Aaron Williams


donnelly.edu/class-notes
mailto:marketing@donnelly.edu

Meet the
New Chaplain

Father Aaku Maclean traveled a long way to join
the Donnelly College community. Hailing from

Ghana, Father Maclean is bringing a wealth of
spiritual leadership to the heart of Kansas City and
is devoted to fostering an inclusive and nurturing
campus environment. His background working with
Ghanaian youth has prepared him to connect with
students and staff, offering a unique perspective on
faith and community. With his arrival, Donnelly
welcomes a dedicated spiritual leader ready to
inspire and support students in their academic and
personal endeavors.

“In my time at Donnelly, I've realized that we are
a powerful Catholic institution,” he said. “Whatever
program we have, whatever we do, we continue the
mission of Christ. I also try to live that way daily
by being joyful and spreading joy, just like Christ,
to whomever I interact with.”

“..Whatever we do, we continue
the mission of Christ. | also try to
live that way daily by being joyful
and spreading joy, just like Christ,
to whomever | interact with.”
Father Aaku Maclean

DONNELLY COLLEGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS IB) 01GEST EDITORIAL STAFF

Chairperson
M. Jason Banks Luis Garcia
Sheri Gor

Judy Her

1JOr

Editorial Assistants

Rita B mremij
Rita Bl
Vincent C one, EdD

; > Magazine Design
Sister Anne Shepard, OSB r

Brennan Crawford '02

Darcy Cruse Paul Sinclair

Rachel Cruz, CPA Herb S nore
Guadalupe Dean Dr. Gina Taylor, DNP,
Andres Dominguez '79 MSN, RN
William H. Dunn, J Carlos Walke

Richard J. Flanigan, Jr. Theresa Osredker, '77
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

Guest Speaker Alexander Vesely
Grandson of Man'’s Search for Meaning
author Viktor Frankl

Tuesday, March 5

#1Day4Donnelly Giving Event
Wednesday, March 6

Commencement 2024
Saturday, May 18

SHINE 2024
Thursday, October 3

".
".

DONNELLY
COLLEGE

608 North 18th Street
Kansas City, KS 66102
(913) 621-8700
www.donnelly.edu

For the seventh consecutive year, Donnelly College
has been ranked the #1 most ethnically diverse
college in the Midwest by U.S. News & World Report.

For more regional and national rankings, scan the QR code

or visit donnelly.edu.



www.donnelly.edu

