
Donnelly College Digest Winter 2021 | donnelly.edu

Donnelly
Digest

Plus:  WALKING THE HALLS  |  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT  |  PRESIDENT’S REPORT

THE STUDENT-FIRST MINDSET

www.donnelly.edu




Since COVID-19 vaccinations have been available, Donnelly College 
nursing students and faculty have hosted vaccine clinics both on 
campus and in the community through a partnership with the United 
Government of Kansas City, Kansas and Wyandotte County. In late fall, 
they have added pediatric vaccination clinics for elementary and middle 
school students.

WINTER 2021   |   1

IN THIS ISSUE
cover story

6 THE STUDENT-FIRST MINDSET 
Becoming more intentional  
about putting students first,  
from physical spaces to services 
and class schedules

spotlights

2 WALKING THE HALLS
 A recap of Donnelly’s 2021 fall semester 

4 MEET THE LONGEST-SERVING 
INSTRUCTOR AT DONNELLY 
COLLEGE: JOE MULTHAUF 
 Sharing his passion for STEM with 
Donnelly students for the past 29 years

8 2021 ALUMNI HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTEES
Honoring two outstanding alumni

10 SHINE 2021
Sneak a peek behind-the-scenes 

12 PRESIDENT’S REPORT
 Highlighting the 2020-2021  
academic year

16 DONOR ROLL
 Gifts received 7/1/2020–6/30/2021

20 DONNELLY FAMILY
 Updates from our community



2  |  DONNELLY DIGEST

SPOTLIGHT

WALKING 
THE 
HALLS
A recap of Donnelly’s  
2021 fall semester
The fall semester at Donnelly is always packed 
with activities and events as students walk the 
halls of campus. This semester in particular 
has been filled with unique opportunities for 
students to get involved and immerse themselves 
in cultural experiences. Take a look at some of 
this semester’s highlights.
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CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT

A  AUGUST 10  |  Staff and faculty gathered 
to participate in a diversity, equity and 
inclusion presentation by Dr. D.A. Graham, 
Interim Provost of the Department of Equity 
& Inclusion at the University of Kansas.

B  AUGUST 14  |  Incoming freshmen 
kicked off the school year with Donnelly’s 
annual Day of Service. Students visited 
local nonprofits to lend a helping hand and 
meet fellow classmates and instructors.

C  AUGUST 16  |  The first day of 
school went off without a hitch! 
Students were welcomed to Donnelly’s 
beautifully renovated campus with 
study snacks and planners to prepare 
them for a successful semester.

D  AUGUST 19  |  The entire Donnelly 
community made the traditional 
procession from campus to St. Peter’s 
Cathedral for Convocation Mass. 

E  SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER  |  Students 
and staff bumped, set and spiked their 
way through intramural volleyball season 
at the Roeland Park Sports Dome.

F  SEPTEMBER 9  |  Benedictine 
College President Stephen D. Minnis 
spoke about the importance of keeping 
faith alive as a part of Donnelly’s 
Common Read Lecture Series.

G  SEPTEMBER 18  |  The Study Abroad 
Club hosted the first annual Back to School 
Bash on campus. The club invited the entire 
community to enjoy live music, sample food 
from different cultures and donate to the 
club’s fundraiser for study abroad costs.

H  OCTOBER 7  |  Donnelly’s annual SHINE 
fundraiser was virtually broadcast to 
hundreds of online guests. The event raised 
over $700,000 for student scholarships. 

I  OCTOBER 13  |  To close out Hispanic 
Heritage Month, Gene Chávez of 
Humanities Kansas presented ‘Flour 
Power’, an informative discussion on the rich 
history of Mexican immigration to Kansas.  

J  OCTOBER 23  |  Donnelly’s on-
campus futsal field grand opening was 
celebrated with a field blessing from 
Monsignor Swetland and a kick-off 
match between students and staff. 

K  NOVEMBER 4  |  Over 20 employers 
visited Donnelly’s campus for the 
Job and Internship Fair. Students 
had the opportunity to network with 
local companies, ask career questions 
and apply for internships and part-
time and full-time positions.

L  NOVEMBER 10  |  Immaculée Ilibagiza, 
Rwandan survivor and New York Times 
best-selling author of Left to Tell: Discovering 
God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust, shared 
her story of resilience at Donnelly’s Event 
Center. Her book was chosen as Donnelly’s 
2021–2022 Common Read selection.
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SPOTLIGHT

Meet the longest-serving 
instructor at Donnelly College: 
Joe Multhauf 
Joe Multhauf always knew he wanted to be 

a teacher. From a young age, he found a 
passion for science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM), which eventually led him 
to pursue several degrees in related fields. 
Multhauf graduated from Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School in the late 1970s 
and earned a Bachelor of Science in biology 
with a minor in humanities from Cardinal 
Newman College in St. Louis. Multhauf ’s love 
of learning didn’t stop there; he then earned a 
Master of Arts in curriculum and instruction 

from the University of Missouri – Kansas City 
while taking additional elective biology courses. 

Multhauf joined the Donnelly faculty in 
1992, making this his 29th year of teaching 
at Donnelly, with a total of 30 years teaching 
throughout his career. During his early years 
at Donnelly, he also taught as an adjunct 
instructor at Johnson County Community 
College. Multhauf recently took some time 
to reflect on what led him to Donnelly as 
well as why he has dedicated so many years to 
teaching here.

Where did your passion for STEM begin?
A passion for STEM learning runs in my 
family! My father was a surgeon, and I used 
to tag along with him when he made house 
calls and went on rounds at various area 
hospitals. Many of his patients lived in the 
neighborhoods around Donnelly and watching 
him help those in need instilled in me the same 
desire to help others. I also remember mixing 
chemicals in the bathroom sink as a child 

because I wanted to see what would happen. 
Of course, my mom was none too happy 
about those experiments. As a youth, I was 
highly involved with the Boy Scouts and that 
developed my love for the outdoors. I’ve always 
enjoyed studying science as well as the wonder 
and awe of God’s creation.

How did you find Donnelly?
I started teaching as a graduate assistant at 
UMKC in the late 1980s. In the early 90s, I 
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“I’ve always enjoyed studying 
science as well as the wonder and 
awe of God’s creation.” 

Joe Multhauf 
Assistant Professor, Biology

applied for an adjunct teaching job at JCCC and 
taught biology, anatomy and physiology, head and 
neck anatomy, microbiology, pathophysiology and 
nutrition for a total of 12 years. During that time,  
I met Gonca Yurteri, a chemistry teacher at JCCC 
who was also teaching at Donnelly College. She 
invited me to apply at Donnelly to teach an evening 
biology course. I was interviewed and hired by 
Donnelly biology professor Karen Judy in 1992.

You are the longest-serving instructor at 
Donnelly – what has kept you here? 
I love the diversity at Donnelly College and the small 
class sizes. I love working with students and I believe 
in the mission of the College. My Catholic faith is 
the most essential aspect of my life, and I feel the 
responsibility to serve the community and live out 
Christ’s gospel message.

What are some of your favorite memories 
from your time here?
I have so many important memories, but one of the 
best was moving from the old academic building to 
the new building. It was a big job, but the faculty 
and staff all pulled together to make it happen. 
Everybody is excited to be in our new facility because 
it is an excellent environment for students to learn 
and grow. Other fond memories are working with 

students on various scientific projects during our 
summer STEM academies and planting and caring 
for our community garden. One funny story has 
to do with the old hospital building. From what 
I understand, there was an autopsy ward on the 
lower level where they would take the bodies of 
deceased patients. Some of the former maintenance 
crew insisted they saw spirits, but I never saw any 
Donnelly ghosts. But I do remember looking over 
my shoulder many nights just to make sure there 
were no ghosts following me home.

What is a good piece of advice for students?
I would encourage students to work hard, study hard 
and follow their dreams. I would also encourage 
students to take care of their environment, to serve 
their community and to use the talents God has 
given them to the best of their ability. D
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FEATURE

Donnelly College has always prided 
itself on serving underrepresented 

communities and being intentional 
about removing barriers and challenges 
for students. Historically, Donnelly has 
served first-generation, immigrant and 
non-traditional students – individuals who 
may not have a role model to help them 
navigate the college enrollment process.

In the last several years, the Donnelly 
community has become more intentional 
in asking the question, “How can we 
be more accommodating and more 
deliberate about putting students first?”

Although the “student-first mindset” 
has always been a part of Donnelly’s 
culture, the idea became more 
prominent as initial planning for the 
campus renovation began. The new 
academic building is a physical reminder 
that students are the center and focal 
point of the school’s mission.

The building itself was created to be a 
resource for students. Every classroom, 
study space, technology resource, and 
department placement within the 
building was strategically considered.

Assistant Vice President of Student 
Affairs, Dr. Mary Pflanz, was a part of the 
committee to brainstorm ideas for the 
Tutoring Center and other student resources. 

“Rather than expecting students to 
be college-ready, the college needs to 
be student-ready,” she said. “Having a 
student-ready mindset will help us serve 
a more diverse group of students. We try 
not to assume anything and get student 
responses through surveys and open-
door policies. We focus on students’ 
assets rather than limitations.”

One of the highlights in the new facility 
is located in the heart of the building –  
the two-story Dean-Lozoya Family 
Academic Resource Center (ARC). The 
ARC features natural lighting, open 
design and central access. Here, students 
are provided a space to not only seek 
assistance with classes or assignments, but 
also to grow practical skills through mock 
interviews and test prep.

“When we designed this building, we 
considered the flow of student service 
delivery, common spaces outside the 

“Rather than expecting 
students to be  
college-ready,  

the college needs  
to be student-ready.” 

Dr. Mary Pflanz  
Assistant Vice President  

of Student Affairs 

A student receives tutoring help from Professional 
Tutor Sister Sharon Hamsa, O.S.B.

THE STUDENT-FIRST MINDSET
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classrooms and optimal design to 
enhance student success,” said Chief 
Operating Officer Lisa Stoothoff. 

Donnelly’s previous building was 
more a “campus of hallways” with 
limited options for students to gather 
outside of classrooms. Higher education 
research shows that collaborative 
learning opportunities outside the 
classroom are just as important to 
student success.

After the new academic building 
opened to students in August 2020, 
students immediately noticed how 
much easier it was to navigate the 
college. The first floor of the building 
houses everything students need, from 
admissions counselors and the Testing 
Center to the Registrar and Financial 
Aid Office, as well as attractive student 
common spaces. The center of the first 
floor is home to the library with quiet 
study spaces and computers. Across the 
hall lives the Campus Cupboard –  
a food-assistance initiative that was 
started in 2019 by Professional Tutor, 
Sister Sharon Hamsa, O.S.B.

When Sr. Sharon realized that 
students were coming to class hungry, 
she researched what other schools did to 
help students with food assistance. At 
the time, she was working in Donnelly’s 
Tutoring Center. When no one else 
was available to run the Cupboard, 
she stepped up and took it over as 
a volunteer. Students can stop by at 
specific times throughout the week to 
shop for themselves or family members 
in a safe, accepting environment. To keep 
the shelves stocked, Donnelly partners 

with other nonprofits like Giving the 
Basics and Catholic Charities. Since 
opening in 2019, the Campus Cupboard 
has also been supported by student 
interns as well as other faculty, staff and 
community volunteers.

When the pandemic forced all 
in-person classes to move to virtual 
learning in spring 2020, Donnelly’s 
leadership supported keeping the 
Campus Cupboard open for students  
by shifting in-person shopping to  
drive-thru curbside pickup. 

“Students, maybe more than 
ever, really needed help during the 
pandemic,” said Associate Director of 
Academic Support Yvonne Telep, who 
assisted with the Campus Cupboard 
services during the pandemic. “That is 
an example of the student-first mindset. 
We wanted to make sure this service 
was available to students, so we figured 
out a way to make it happen. I think 
the students so appreciated it.”

From an academic standpoint, the 
student-first mindset has directed class 
scheduling, curriculum and policies.

“The Academic and Student Affairs 
Leadership Team always goes back 
to this question – Can we be doing 
something better to put students first? 
Everything we do is to make learning 
better: strengthening the curriculum, 
hiring the best people, making 
information accessible,” said Stoothoff.

One way of doing this is having 
Spanish-speaking faculty and staff. 
As a federally designated Hispanic-
Serving Institution, having bilingual 
staff to help explain finances or the 

enrollment process is vital. To better 
serve new students, Donnelly’s first-
year experience classes introduce the 
Donnelly culture and help prepare 
incoming students for college life. 
Another way instructors utilize this 
mindset is making assignments due 
in the early morning instead of late at 
night for the students who need time 
after a full day of work to get their 
assignments done. 

A recent change implemented in 
response to student input was the shift 
to block scheduling for classes. The 
purpose of creating 75-minute classes 
with 45 minutes in between was to give 
students time to eat, study, check on 
their kids, make a needed phone call, 
visit the Tutoring Center, speak with 
instructors or work with peers. With no 
classes scheduled on Fridays, students 
have a full day to work, spend time with 
their families or complete internship 
hours. During the pandemic, when in-
person classes shifted to virtual, surveys 
showed that students missed being on 
campus. Now that in-person learning 
has resumed, the campus remains open 
on Fridays for students to continue 
seeking resources or community.

Also included is the importance of 
service learning – giving back to the 
community and learning through an 
experienced-based curriculum.

“This institution is about the 
students,” said Dr. Pflanz. “If there are 
no students, there is no college. Our 
aim is to give them the best experience 
they can have and allow them to be the 
best version of themselves.” D

What does “student-first mindset” mean to you?
“Making our everyday practices 
deliberate, mission-focused, and 
prioritizing students at every step.”

Lisa Stoothoff
Chief Operating Officer/ 

Dean of the College

“Donnelly College has been such a blessing in my life! I have 
experienced firsthand how much Donnelly cares for its students. 
They always  make a way for their students [to succeed] by being 
flexible and taking students’ personal life into account.”

Anakaren Corral
Class of 2022
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Dr. Dora Fonseca ’90
Dr. Fonseca was born in Honduras and was an elementary school teacher before 
coming to the United States to learn English. While working as an au pair, Dora 
completed Donnelly’s Intensive English program and began teaching Spanish in 
the Kansas City, Missouri school district. She continued her education, earning 
a bachelor’s in education at the University of Missouri-Kansas City in 2005. 
She earned a master’s degree in leadership from Baker University in 2015 and a 
doctorate in leadership from Saint Louis University in 2019. Dora is in her 36th 
year of teaching, currently at Van Horn High School in Independence, Missouri.

“Donnelly was the beginning of my successful path in 
the higher education field. I want to thank the founders, 
faculty and staff of this unique, welcoming college that 
helps whoever wants small-size classes, and one-on-one 
instruction when needed.”

Leo Mills ’55
Leo Mills was the first in his family to graduate from college when he received 
his associate degree from Donnelly in 1955. That same year Leo married Sue 
Marie Brown. They had two children, Kevin and Jean. Leo continued his 
education, earning a bachelor’s degree in Industrial Management from the 
University of Kansas in 1959. Leo was hired by Ford Motor Company at the 
Claycomo, Missouri plant and worked his way up to Production Engineering 
Manager before retiring in 1991. He continued to work as a part-time 
consultant for Ford for eight years.

“I have such fond memories of Sister Jerome Keeler, Sister 
Kathleen, and Sister Faith. They were wonderful teachers, 
and their dedication, guidance, and encouragement were 
the primary influence for me to continue my education 
after Donnelly and also were a factor in my successful 
career at Ford.”

To watch this year’s Alumni Hall of Fame acceptance speeches,  
please visit www.youtube.com/donnellyedu

2021 ALUMNI HALL OF FAME 

INDUCTEES
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To Hear Fatima’s Story
Scan with your phone’s 
camera or visit Donnelly’s 
YouTube Channel.

Dear Alumni and Friends of Donnelly,

My prayers were answered! 

Until I was introduced to Donnelly, I didn’t think there were any options for 
me to continue my education past high school due to my financial situation. 
Here, I’ve received scholarship support and discovered my path. I can’t wait 
to graduate in December with my bachelor’s in Information Systems. 

All students come to college dreaming of a better life, but first-generation 
students like me have a lot of challenges to overcome. At Donnelly, we’re 
encouraged by the many generous donors who invest in our future.

Whether you’ve given to Donnelly in the past or you’re considering your 
first gift, know that every dollar helps students unlock their potential.

Will you help answer another Donnelly student’s prayer this holiday 
season? Your support will ensure that students like me can become the 
best version of ourselves.

—Fatima ’17, ’22

To make an impact on students’ future, visit donnelly.edu/give  
or use the return envelope found in this issue of the Digest.

www.donnelly.edu/give


BEHIND-THE-SCENES
Thank you to Donnelly’s supporters and donors for another successful SHINE. The money 
raised from this event funds student scholarships throughout the year. Because of you, 
Donnelly students can SHINE.

H U N D R E D S
O F  O N L I N E  G U E S T S

HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTEES

$716,127 
RAISED 2
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FROM LEFT 
A & B Behind-the-scenes action from the technology team in preparation for the live virtual event on October 
7, 2021. C Alumni Hall of Fame inductees Dr. Dora Fonseca and Leo Mills accept their awards. D Alumni speaker 
Jonathon Westbrook prepares  for his event speech. E Monsignor Stuart Swetland with SHINE Event Chairs Sister 
Anne Shepard, O.S.B., Kathleen O’Malley-Boldt and Jim Boldt. F Donnelly Board of Directors Chair Nestor 
Zuluaga introduces a SHINE feature.

HEAR THE INSPIRING STORIES FROM  
SHINE 2021 ON DONNELLY’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL!

A

B

C

D
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GOLD SPONSORS
Paul & Karen Camarata
 Constance M. Cooper  

Charitable Foundation
Creative Planning
JE Dunn

Loretto Foundation
Peter & Veronica Mallouk 
Michael Matteuzzi
Mount St. Scholastica  

Benedictine Sisters

Dr. John A. ‘66 & Diane Romito
 John J. Sullivan, Jr. Charitable Trust
Ken & Diane Williams

FOR THE FULL SPONSOR LIST, VISIT DONNELLY.EDU/SHINE

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
PRESENTING SPONSORS
Anonymous
 Barbara & David Dehaemers
 Tom & Sharon McCullough
In Thanksgiving to Blessed Seelos

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Dr. Judy Hemberger
Newcomer Family Foundation
 Herb & Lisa Sizemore

F

E

www.donnelly.edu/shine
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I began this school year with 
such a grateful heart. Even 

with all the difficulties associated 
with COVID-19, God has been 
so good to Donnelly College. 
I can say without a doubt God 
has blessed and continues to 
bless our students and mission. 

Donnelly College continues 
to benefit from our enhanced 
facilities. Our academic building 
is now a year old, and I am 

constantly amazed by its bright and welcoming 
spaces. Donnelly students have benefitted from 
state-of-the-art labs and technology and the 
additional space in classrooms has been critical in 
enabling us to reduce class sizes for social distancing. 
We simply could not have continued in-person 
classes during the pandemic if we were still in the 
old building.

Additionally, our campus master plan is nearly 
complete. Despite supply chain problems, in 
September, our quad and futsal field were installed. 
In late October, the futsal field was blessed and an 
inaugural game was played between staff, alumni 
and students. The Seelos Chapel was in use as 
soon as we moved into the building in August 
2020, but final touches continued to be added, 
including stained glass windows retrofitted from 
Donnelly’s Meeting Room (formerly the Providence 
Hospital Chapel). Three additional custom stained 
glass windows were added in September 2021 
featuring Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and Saints Scholastica and Benedict.

Some other highlights from the 2020-21 
academic year:

• Growing enrollment is key to our long-term 
sustainability plan. Whereas colleges across 
Kansas experienced enrollment declines 
averaging eight percent, Donnelly’s Fall 2020 
enrollment was up 11 percent over Fall 2019, 
including a substantial increase in freshman class 
size. We sustained this increase in Fall 2021.

• We received approval from the Kansas State 
Board of Nursing for an additional cohort of 
25 Practical Nursing students who started in 
August 2021. 

• Retaining students is also critical to 
sustainability. Despite disruptions caused by 
the pandemic, our fall-to-fall retention was up 
10 percent over the previous academic year. 

• For the fifth straight year, Donnelly has 
been named the “Most Diverse College in 
the Midwest” by U.S. News & World Report. 
Our bachelor’s degree programs have been 
recognized as the most affordable in Kansas 
by Affordable Schools.

• Last academic year, Donnelly faculty and staff 
worked very hard to prepare our application 
requesting approval to permanently 
expand distance learning. In June 2021, we 
received approval from the Higher Learning 
Commission to offer online programs and 
expand hybrid courses. This expansion will 
allow for additional flexibility for current 
students and opportunities to reach out to 
new student populations, such as students 
outside our commuting radius seeking a  
faith-based education.

Monsignor Stuart Swetland

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
2020-2021 Academic Year



• In October, we hosted our annual SHINE 
event virtually from the new building’s lobby 
and showcased a virtual tour of the academic 
facility. A public campus dedication is 
planned for April 22, 2022 so our donors and 
benefactors may visit the new building  
in person. 

• We have raised over $34 million for our 
campus transformation campaign, and 
we expect to conclude our fundraising by 
Summer 2022.

• After voting in an official mascot in 2019, last 
year we took another major step in bringing 
our mascot to life. We named the mascot 
“Lux” after Donnelly’s motto Lux Vera. Lux 
the dragon made his live debut on the first 
day of classes in Fall 2020.

God has been so good to us! During the academic 
year, we offer mass each weekday at 12:20 p.m. In 
gratitude for his goodness, we pray for our students, 
faculty and staff. We also pray for our benefactors 
who have graciously shared a portion of their 
resources to support our mission “to serve those who 
otherwise might not be served.” As we live out our 
values by seeking truth, building community and 
pursuing excellence, we cannot thank you enough 
for your support, prayers and sacrifice for our 
mission. You have helped us shine the light of Christ, 
lux vera, in a time of darkness.  D

God bless and peace,

Msgr. Stuart W. Swetland 
President

Give thanks to the 

Lord 
for he is good, for his 

kindness 
e n d u r e s 
forever!

Psalm 107:1
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Kansas Missouri
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$250,000+ 

Anonymous (2)
Archdiocese of Kansas City 

in Kansas
The Dehaemers Family 

Charitable Trust
John W. & Effie E. Speas 

Memorial Trust, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee

$100,000+

Thomas R. Bettencourt 
Living Trust

$50,000+ 

H&R Block Foundation
Barbara and David 

Dehaemers
Terrence and Peggy Dunn
Richard Jr. and Laura 

Flanigan
LR-Kansas City 1, LLC
Frank and Margaret G. 

McGee Fund
In Thanksgiving to Blessed 

Seelos Fund
The Sosland Foundation

$25,000+ 

Forster – Powers 
Charitable Trust

Health Forward Foundation

Dr. Judy Hemberger
JBH Foundation
David J. Lipp ’62
The McGee Foundation
The Richardson Educational 

Opportunities Trust

$10,000+ 

Anonymous
Dr. Paul and Karen Camarata
Constance M. Cooper 

Charitable Foundation
Cor Christi Fund
The Ronald D. Deffenbaugh 

Foundation
Dollar General Literacy 

Foundation
Excel Constructors
Teodoro Jr. ’93 and 

Leticia Garcia

Hall Family Foundation
David Henton and 

Timothy Kruse ’75
Kansas City Southern
W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Mark One Electric 

Company, Inc.
Robert E. Miller Group
Ramon and Sally Murguia
Kenneth J. and Mary 

Clover Obrzut
Oppenstein Brothers 

Foundation - Commerce 
Bank, Trustee

Dr. John A. ’66 and 
Diane Romito

Vivian and Hymie J. Sosland 
Charitable Trust

John J. Sullivan, Jr. 
Charitable Trust

Ken and Diane Williams

DONORROLL

Thank You
FOR YOUR SUPPORT

GIFTS RECEIVED BETWEEN 7/1/20–6/30/21
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$5,000+

Breidenthal Snyder 
Foundation

Burns & McDonnell
Cerner Corporation
Creative Planning
La Familia Dean-Lozoya 

Foundation
Kevin A. Dunn Charitable 

Foundation
William Jr. and Marianne Dunn
Fahey Family Foundation
Gary and Susan Friedrichsen
Hubbard Family Fund
Mark and Patricia Lester
Irven E. and Nevada P. 

Linscomb Foundation
Prairie Band Potawatomi 

Nation
Gregory and Caroline Reintjes
Kevin and Janette Rhoades
Security Bank of Kansas City
Sisters of Charity of 

Leavenworth
Robert and Louise Tritt
The Whispering Angel Trust
Union Pacific Foundation

$2,500+

David Aull
Dr. Charles and Grace Barth
Richard and Trudy Boynton
Daniel Braum ’71
First Federal Bank
Tim and Judy Gerstner
Daniel and Patricia ’72 Haake
Michael and Marlys Haverty
Joan Horan
Kansas City University of 

Medicine and Biosciences
Larry ’61 and Mary ’63 Meyers
Most Rev. Joseph F. 

Naumann, D.D.
Promise of Learning 

Foundation
Westerman Foundation
Ira K. Witschner Charitable 

Trust D
Wyandotte Community 

Coalition Foundation

$1,000+

Anonymous
Allstate Foundation
American Century 

Foundation
BKD, LLP
Mario and Laura Brancato
Mike and Maureen Bukaty
Dr. Brett Ferguson and  

Dr. Rita Burnett
Central Bank of Kansas City
Carl and Elizabeth Cleveland
Jerry and Helen ’60 Cooke
Country Club Bank
Jim and Kelly Donnelly
Bruce and Robin Droge
William and Jean Dunn
Steven Edwards
Drs. Daniel and Kathy Farrell
Mike and Melanie Fenske
Donald and Karen Forsythe
Ron and Catherine ’72 Foster
Francis Family Foundation
Craig and Karen Gaffney
Steve and Jacquelyn Gering
John and Teresa Gillcrist
Robert Graham
Donald Hall, Sr.
Will L. Harris
Mark and Abby Henke
Rich and Sheila Henry
Dr. Dean and Aleta Hubbard
Paul and Karen Jones
Kansas Independent College 

Foundation
Kevin ’72 and Patricia Keefer
Father Mike Koller
Don Landoll
Mary Grace Lasquety
James and Dunrie Lewis
Ralph and Jan Lewis
Dr. Josh and Julie Mammen
Chris and Amber Manning
Jose Marquez ’17, ’19
MC Realty Group, LLC
Pat and Melodi McAnany
Joseph ’59 and Sharon 

McKinney
James and Rebecca Merwald
Miller Haviland Ketter PC, PA
Gordan and Mary Moffitt
Michael and Julie Morrand
Nelson and Marcia 

Newcomer
Randy and Julie Newcomer
Dr. William ’85 and Joan 

Nicely

Michael and Jane Norris
Lisa Parker
Father Gary Pennings
Kevin and Barb Petracek
Anne and Scott Powell
David and Victoria Prather
Bobby and Elizabeth Rariden
Craig ’70 and Dianne Ratkey
Joe and Amy Reardon
Dr. Charles M. Renne ’53
Paul and Kathleen Sinclair
Herb and Lisa Sizemore
Scott and Denise Slabotsky
Steve and Elizabeth Smith
St. Paul Catholic Church
Anthony and Lisa Stoothoff
Mike and Sandee Supple
Terry and Jacquie Van Meter
Judith Van Rest ’66
Lawrence ’56 and Joan Ward
Scott and Anabella 

Wasserman
Wells Fargo Foundation 

Educational Matching  
Gifts Program

Henry E. Wurst Family 
Foundation

Nestor and Maria Zuluaga

$500+

M. Jason and Stacia Banks
Ronald Bonesteel
Bill and Marta Buser
Jim Callowich ’64
Michael and Nancy Czinege
David and Joyce Didde
Bryan and Jeremy Didier
Chris and Angie Dierks
Jerry Donnelly
Michael and Julie Egan
Nancy Fansher
Gerard ’05 and Michelle Garcia
Harry and Becky Gibson
John and Dorothy 

Hirsch Estate
Chad Jolly
Kansas Leadership Center
Reverend Robert L. Kerr ’65
Karin Kinzalow
Doug and Lesle Knop
Maureen Mahoney and 

Hon. Daniel Crabtree
Kevin and Kathleen McGrew
Dr. James F. Mersmann ’62
Howard ’76 and Inzia Miller
Sean and Karen Miller
Maynard Moore

Network for Good
Jack and Kathy Newman
James and Janice Owens
Richard and Joy Pace
Michael and Mary Partington
Drs. Thomas and Janet Pierce
Dr. Milt and Maribeth 

Pippenger
Prier Charitable Foundation
Phil and Terry Punswick
James Ramel
Loretta Ross ’59
Dr. Franklin and Mary 

Scamman
Dr. Robert and Karen 

Thompson
Dr. Austin and Mary Welsh

$250+ 

Anonymous (3)
Catherine A. Audley ’62
Bob Bartunek
Bishop Ward High School
John Boma and Dr. Susan 

Dahlin
Ryan Brunton
Emily Buckley
Darcy Cruse
Rachel A. Cruz
William Jr. ’70 and Kay Dana,
J.E. Dunn Construction Co.
Richard Esvang
Dr. Bernard Franklin
Jeanne Gorman
Dr. Kelly and Lisa Grosdidier
Barnett and Shirley Helzberg
Tom and Catherine Konrade
John and Dana Lewis
Patrice and Lee Ludwig
Chuck and Wendy 

Maggiorotto
Martha T. Marin ’67
Ryan and Christine Marry
Michael J. McGrath ’64
Stephen and Amy Minnis
Father Dan Morris
Steve ’59 and Marcia Nicely
Ben and Tanya Olsen
Kevin and Jennie Punswick
William ’61 and Kathleen ’61 

Reardon
Ed ’58 and Madelyn ’59 Regan
Dr. Doug and Joanna Rivard
Susan F. Ryan
Maureen Sanders
Norman Scott
Seigfreid Bingham, P.C.



18  |  DONNELLY DIGEST

Dhuha Shareef and Khalid  
Al Shaihki

Steve and Mary Beth 
Smith

Joan A. Stoothoff
Stucco Repair Specialists, LLC
George ’67 and Linda Tady
Dominic and Tish 

Varraveto
Mark and Paige Walsh
David and Mary Lou 

Wieliczka

$100+ 

Anonymous
Father Edward Ahn, AVI
Jane Applebury-Garrison ’71
DeAnn Trowbridge 

Bartkoski ’69
Loretta A. Bates
Mary Pat Beals
Kristen Berg
Cecilia Bishop
BNL Communications, LLC
Colleen Boeding
Thomas and Jody Boeding
Marcia Delich Braun ’63
Michael Breeding
Robert L. Briscoe ’67
Joanne Brown ’51
Brian Buckley
Mary Burke
James and Joanne Burns
Michael and Mary Ann 

Caffrey
Patricia C. Callaghan ’59
Mary Carrington-Harris
Julie and Wayne Carter
Reverend Tony Carter
Ryan ’82 and Irene Caudillo
Dr. Gene Chavez, Ed.D.
Thomas C. Clark, II
Jim and Jeanne Crawford
Patrick and Rosemarie Crilly
Dr. Dennis and Alice 

Diederich
Paul and Sherry Diederich
Phillip ’62 and Mary Jo 

Doherty
Andres Dominguez ’79 

and Amy Heithoff-
Dominguez

Geraldine Donnelly
Bob Dorst
Craig and Jenny Doty

Kyle Emkes
Equestrian Order of the  

Holy Sepulchre
Joseph and Judith ’63 Evans
ExxonMobil Foundation, Inc.
James J. Farrell
Kathleen Favrow ’70
Douglas and Mary Fencl
Dr. John Foret
Frank ’68 and Linda Franko
Ashlyn Frederick
Brad and Dawn Grabs
Dr. Gladys G. Hankins ’73
Matthew and Kathleen 

Hartigan
Greg and Kate Hausman
Diane ’66 and David 

Hentges
Jordan Hobson
John G. Houlehan
Mary Hoytal
Father Peter Jaramillo,  

SSA ’75
Matt and Lori Keenan
Christopher Kennedy
James and Laura Knapp
Robert and Jeanne ’61 

Kobler
Herb and Nancy Kohn
David and Nancy 

Kronoshek
Tom Lambertz
Joseph A. Lastelic
Karen Lombardi
Michelle Lundy
John ’56+ and Mary Lynch
Jacqueline A. Madden
Mary C. Manlove ’62
Peter ’75 and Cheryl 

McDonald
Robert and Shirley 

McGeary
Comm. Brian ’76 and  

Patricia ’75 McKiernan
Dan and Laura McKnight
Josef ’58 and Jo-Anne 

Meditz
Father Mark Mertes
Carla Mills
Brian Moffet
Ivana Morris
Charles A. Mulik ’55
Lisa Murtha
James and Winnie ’62 Nass
Timothy Ney
Carl and Marie Null
Sheryl O’Shea

Frank and Andrea Ocampo
David and Emily Ochoa
Pat and Mary O’Connell
John O’Hare ’51
Dennis and Vilma O’Neil
Loretta Paldino
Nancy Park
Gary and Ann Patrick
Linda Penrod
Pat Pettey
Tom and Angie Pieper
Jack and Pat Polise
William and Catherine 

Powers
Vickie Riddle
Kristine and Lynn Rogers
Albert Roos ’63
Margaret R. Roos ’59
Father Brian Schieber
John L. Schneider ’82
Daniel Shea
Raymond E. Simonich ’78
Michael and Sunday 

Siragusa
Richard and Helen 

(Skradski) Sambol
Paul L. Spaeth ’65
David L. Spehar ’75
Jeff and Janelle Stamm
Constance A. Stewart ’61
Crystal Sudduth ’12
Don and Robin Sumple
Monsignor Thomas Tank
Ed Varhola
Alan G. Vitt ’82
JoAnn Wardein
Thomas E. and Sheila 

Weiford
Joseph and Susan Wheeler
Diana Wilson
Donald ’56 and Mary ’67 

Wolf
Elaine Wright ’82

$1+ 

Anonymous (4)
Arleny Arevalo ’21
Carol Atwood ’70
Carmelita C. 

Bahamonde ’13
Cesar Bahamonde
Jorge Baldovinos
Jose Baldovinos ’18
Bernard Barry
Catherine Belden

Anonymous (3)
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
Benedictine Sisters of  

Mount St. Scholastica
Thomas R. Bettencourt Living Trust
Marion and Henry Bloch  

Family Foundation
H&R Block Foundation
Willard J. & Mary G. Breidenthal 

Foundation
Central Bank of Kansas City –  

New Markets Tax Credits
The Dehaemers Family Charitable Trust
DST Systems, Inc.
J.E. Dunn Construction Co.
Richard Jr. and Laura Flanigan
Forster – Powers Charitable Trust
Francis Family Foundation
Gateway to College National Network
Goppert Foundation
Health Forward Foundation
Kansas Independent College 

Foundation
George and Marian LaHood
The J.E. & L.E. Mabee Foundation
The McGee Foundation
Frank and Margaret G. McGee Fund
William G. McGowan Charitable Fund, Inc.
Philomena Muntzel Estate
Oppenstein Brothers Foundation – 

Commerce Bank, Trustee
The Richardson Educational  

Opportunities Trust
In Thanksgiving to Blessed Seelos Fund
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
The Sosland Foundation
John W. & Effie E. Speas Memorial 

Trust, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
The Sunderland Foundation
Rose Teicher Estate
Helen K. Trant Estate
Westerman Foundation

LIFETIME SOCIETY
The Lifetime Society honors donors 
who have generously contributed 
more than $250,000 over their 
history of giving to Donnelly College.
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Barbara Berg
Roger Berg, Jr.
William ’62 and Karen ’68 

Bergman
James ’71 and Mary Blaise
Jacque Bommarito
Mary Ann Carr ’68
Thomas B. Casebeer ’74
Rose M. Clifford ’56
Joan D’Agostino
Evelyn Dixon ’11
Jay and Margie Dunlap
Norman Dysart
Charles and Dawn Elliott
Daniel L. Engel ’66
Robert Engel ’68
Vernon and Carla Eskridge
Jacqueline Evans
Sue Foster
Tadeo E. Franco
Raymond Franklin ’78
Shayla Frederick
James and Norlen Gador
Andrew and Angela Gage
Luis and Kristin Garcia
Garmin International
Robert L. Garrett ’62
Leon Gaschen ’51
Sue A. Grosdidier ’74
Amy Haling
David A. Harrington ’83

Herbert R. Harris ’77
Dr. Patrick and  

Elizabeth Herrick
Shawn and Lynn Hire
Dr. Craig E. Holm ’70
Bridget A. Holton Deere
Alex Johnson
Dr. Renjith and Smitha Joseph
Thomas and Donna 

Kellerman
Judy and Thomas Kezlan
Todd Kinney ’18
Cynthia and Bill Klein
Jennifer Knobel
Kenneth and Carol Kopp
David ’74 and Sophia Kovac
Edward ’59 and Angie Kratty
Ed Kremer
James and Marilyn Krueger
Tim and Kathy Laffoon
Dr. Melissa Lenos
Rosa M. Madrigal ’77
William and Susanne Mahoney
Angela Mancuso
Ana Maradiaga
Delia Marin ’84
Sandra Mason ’78
Elizabeth Mather
Noreen Neidhart 

Matheson ’53
James ’67 and Teresa 

McAnerney
Bernetta C. McKindra ’75
Holly McKnight
William ’72 and Margaret 

McNamee
Michael Megaris
Gretchen Meinhardt
Lawrence C. Mikesic ’77
Linda Morris ’68
Donald Mulik
Joseph Multhauf
David and Kristina Mulvany
Magdalena Mumphrey
Shannon Norman
Daniel Ontiveros, Jr. ’63
Dr. Mary Pflanz
Aruna Rao
Daniel ’58 and Loretta Rebeck
John M. Rebeck ’63
Kevin and Christa Rieger
Nate and Kerry Robinson
Rebecca Rodriguez
Magali Rojas ’15, ’18
Caleb and Erika Rothacher
John and Patricia Rush
Donald and Rebecca Sanchez
Joseph A. Schleicher ’66
Gerald ’52 and Janet Schuh
Father George A. Seuferling
Dr. John and Bernadette 

Soptick

 Calvin and Mary Jane ’67 
Spradley

William ’66 and Andrea 
Staudenmaier

Sister Diane Steele, S.C.L.
Gregory and Lee Stephenson
Ralph and Melba Stockhausen
Becky Storm
Mary ’71 and Kenneth 

Strausbaugh
Luke Subin ’17
Keith Talamor
Romy Than ’18, ’19
William Tholen
Edward and Elora Thomas
Bernadette Torres
Donna Tribble
Libby Turner ’20
Celso Vale
Robert ’61 and  

Priscilla ’61 Vesel
Gabriella Villalpando
Peeranut Visetsuth
Marilyn ’68 and 

Gregory Vranicar
Mark and Celine Wetz
Lanita White
Larry ’65 and Diana 

’66 Winkler
Tony and Barbara 

Zimmerman

Donnelly College

society

The Legacy Society recognizes all donors who have included Donnelly College in their estate plans. 
Have you thought about including Donnelly in your estate plans? Donnelly would be honored  
to assist you and share estate planning tools. For more information, contact Emily Buckley at 
ebuckley@donnelly.edu or 913.621.8731.

Anonymous (2)
Ann T. Armbruster †

Olive Ann Beech †

Roger Berg, Jr.
Father Thomas R. Bettencourt †

Emily Buckley
Clarence Bukaty †

John N. Caldwell ’75 †

Mayme & Anthony D’Agostino †

Tom Daly †

Edith & Harry Darby †

Father Ray Davern †

Richard L. Day ’57 †

Nancy Fansher
Dr. Hubert M. Floersch †

Beatrice Glynn †

Clarence H. Goppert †

George H. Gray †

Marian E. Haveker †

Hardy † & Frances † Hay
Father Michael P. Hermes
John † & Dorothy † ’65 Hirsch
John Horan †

Ernest L. Johnson, Jr. ’62

Timothy Kruse ’75
David J. Lipp ’62 †

Edwin & Helen McAnany † 
Lucie J. D. McAnany † 

Margaret McCarthy †

Lawrence ’73 & Linda McGurn
Philomena Muntzel †

Peggy L. Neal
Kenneth J. & Mary Clover Obrzut
James & Janice Owens
Robert Pemberton †

Drs. Thomas and Janet Pierce

Steven R. Riedel ’79 †

Zoe Ryan †

Vivian J. Sosland †

Richard Spann †

Charles M. Sugar †

Rozella K. C. Swisher †

Rose Teicher †

Helen K. Trant †

Gloria Vusich ’67 †

Adeline J. Walton †

† denotes deceased members

mailto:ebuckley@donnelly.edu
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DONNELLYFAMILY

STAFF NOTES
Emily Buckley, Vice President of 
Advancement, Michaela Remijio, 
Director of Marketing, Erika 
Rothacher, Annual Fund Coordinator, 
Monsignor Stuart Swetland, and Dr. 
John Romito, Board Member, attended 
the Gonser Gerber Conference entitled 
Optimize Advancement Growth: 
Increase Your Capacity and Enhance 
Your Outcomes in August 2021.

Dhuha Shareef was promoted from 
Assistant Professor to Associate 
Professor of mathematics.

Alex Johnson, Academic Advisor,  
Tyler Johnson, Academic Librarian, 

and Dr. Karen Lombardi, Academic 
Advisor, attended a virtual summit 
hosted by The Legacy Group Online 
on Access, Persistence, and Completion 
for Under-Represented Students in 
September 2021.

Lindsey Weishar, Executive Assistant, 
placed third in the adult category 
for the Kauffman Center for the 
Performing Arts’ Artful Poetry 
Contest. Prizes included recording 
the poem on a Kauffman Center 
stage, appearing on KKFI Artspeak 
Radio and publication in local literary 
magazine Kansas City Voices.

IN MEMORIAM
Remembering those who have 
recently passed away:

Daniel V. Baker ’58

Donald R. Goulding ’59

Howard C. Kennedy ’51

Frank M. Torella ’71

Sister Paula Howard, O.S.B of 
Mount St. Scholastica, Former 
Academic Dean (1988-1999), 
serving with Donnelly past 
presidents Fr. Raymond J. Davern 
and Dr. John P. Murry

SHARE YOUR GOOD NEWS WITH US! 
Email marketing@donnelly.edu or visit donnelly.edu/alumni

Donnelly’s mascot Lux and Chief Operating Officer Lisa Stoothoff greet students for the first day of classes on August 16, 2021.

mailto:marketing@donnelly.edu
www.donnelly.edu/alumni
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DONNELLY COLLEGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIRPERSON
Nestor Zuluaga

Rachel Cruz, CPA
(Former Chair)

M. Jason Banks  
(Chair-Elect)

Robert R. Bartunek
Dan Braum ’71
Rita Burnett, DDS
Darcy Cruse
Guadalupe Dean
Andres Dominguez ’79
William H. Dunn, Jr.

Sister Esther Fangman, 
OSB

Mike Fenske, PE
Richard J. Flanigan, Jr. 
Luis Garcia
Dan Haake, CPA, PFS
Judy Hemberger, PhD
Karen Jones
Maureen Mahoney
Matt Miller
Sister Mary Teresa  

Morris, OSB ’74

David Mulvany
Most Rev. Joseph  

Naumann, DD
Lisa Parker
Joseph Privitera
Joe Reardon
Father John Riley
John Romito, MD ’66
Sister Anne Shepard, OSB
Paul Sinclair
Herb Sizemore

 DIGEST EDITORIAL STAFF

Editor 
Michaela Remijio 
Director of Marketing &  
Communications 
mremijio@donnelly.edu

Magazine Design
Kathryn Gauer 
Graphic Designer
kathryn.gauer@gmail.com

Editorial Assistants
Emily Buckley  
Vice President of  
Advancement 

Roger Berg, Jr. 
Donor Relations  
Coordinator

Laura McKnight 
Grants Manager 

Erika Rothacher 
Annual Fund  
Coordinator

Zayra Soto 
Marketing and Digital Media 
Coordinator

SAVE THE DATE
Donnelly College 

Campus Dedication
Friday, April 22, 2022

Join us to celebrate the official dedication  
of Donnelly’s newly renovated campus.  

More details to come!

3:30 p.m. Special dedication ceremony 
4:30–6:30 p.m. Open house and reception

Visit the Transformations website to see the full list of 
investors, project partners and campaign leadership. 

Learn how you can still be a part of this exciting project: 
www.campaignfordonnelly.com

Visit the Donnelly College blog for construction  
updates and photos from the last three years:  

www.donnelly.edu/blog

mailto:mremijio@donnelly.edu
mailto:kathryn.gauer@gmail.com
www.campaignfordonnelly.com
www.donnelly.edu/blog


UPCOMING 
EVENTS
Guest Speaker Maureen Mahoney 
(Donnelly Board Member & Former Chief of Staff, 
KCK Mayor’s Office) 
Tuesday, February 22

#1Day4Donnelly Giving Event 
Wednesday, March 9

Campus Dedication 
Friday, April 22

Commencement 2022 
Sunday, May 15

Donnelly 
College
608 North 18th Street
Kansas City, KS 66102
(913) 621-8700
www.donnelly.edu

STILL SHOPPING 
FOR CHRISTMAS?
Visit Donnelly’s online merchandise 
store for the perfect holiday gift!
Scan with your  
phone’s camera or visit  
donnelly.edu/bookstore

Mounted on a finished oak 
base, the brick includes a 
commemorative plaque on the 
front (the brick is exposed on 
the back) and measures 3.5 
inches deep x 8.5 inches wide x 
4.5 inches high.

COMMEMORATIVE 
BRICKS STILL 

AVAILABLE!
Own a piece of Donnelly / 

Providence Hospital /  
KCK History

For more information or to order,
visit donnelly.edu/brick 

or call 913-621-8744

www.donnelly.edu
www.donnelly.edu/bookstore
www.donnelly.edu/brick



